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SAVE THE DATE:  MARCH 26, 2009 
CELEBRATE WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH  

Lori Rotskoff “Equal Play: How the Women’s Movement Changed the Way We Raise Our Kids” 
See Page 5 for more details 

When a few antique-loving board 
members came up with the idea of an 
appraisal day, it seemed like a perfect 
fit for LHS.  “What could be better 
than to offer residents the chance to 
learn the history and value of their 
own objects?” questioned Pier Witek, 
one of the LHS board members who 
suggested organizing the event.  
“After The Potomack Company vol-
unteered their time, it all fell into 
place,” explained Margi Gristina, 
fellow board member and chair of the 
event.  “The panel discussion before 
the appraisals begin will be an inter-
esting opportunity to learn more 
about spotting quality objects.  The 
group of seasoned experts will be on 
hand to answer questions about their 
given areas of expertise, as well as 
inquiries about antiques in general,” 
she continued. 
 
The event will be held in the Parish 
Hall of St. John’s Church at Four 
Fountain Square in Larchmont, New 
York on Saturday, February 7, 2009.   
An open forum discussion entitled 
“What’s it worth? Identifying the 
Hidden Treasure” will be presented 
by the Potomack Company’s special-
ists.  Elizabeth Wainstein, President 
and Founder of The Potomack Com-

Larchmont Historical Society Hosts Its’ First 
Antique Appraisal Day! 

Expert Appraisers Come to Larchmont 

pany and Director of George Washing-
ton University’s Appraisal Studies 
Program will head up the group of 
seasoned appraisers which includes 
former curators and experts from 
Christie’s, The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art and The Phillips Collec-
tion.  The forum, which will precede 
the appraisals, will compare, contrast 
and value objects old, new and fake.  
The proper care of your antiques will 
also be discussed.  Those attending the 
panel discussion will receive priority 
registration and the first entry numbers 
for appraisals. 
 
The free panel begins at 11:00 AM; 
appraisals will take place from 12:00 
PM to 4:00 PM.  A fee of $20 will be 
charged for the first appraised item.  
$10 will be charged for each additional 
item, with a maximum of three objects 
being appraised per person.  Prizes 
will be awarded: one for the oldest and 
another for the most valuable object.  
Light refreshments will be served. 
 
For information or pre-registration 
email LHSantiqueday@gmail.com or 
contact Margi Gristina at 914-381-
2239.   All proceeds will benefit The 
Larchmont Historical Society.       
 

Saturday, February 7, 2009 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 

12 to 4 PM 
 

Free Appraisal Panel 
11 AM 

 
$20 for first appraisal 

$10 for second and third appraisals 
(limit three appraisals per person) 

 
Light refreshments will be served 
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President’s Message:  

Get ready to mark your calendars!  As we enter 2009, many wonderful things are 
happening around the Larchmont Historical Society. 
 
On February 7, our first Antiques Appraisal Day will be held at St. John’s Church.  
The program will begin with a panel discussion about valuing antiques, and then 
several experts from the Potomack Company will be on hand to provide appraisals 
for items people want to bring in. 
 
March is Women’s History Month, and we are hosting a talk by cultural historian 
and author, Lori Rotskoff, on Thursday, March 26.  Her talk will explore the im-
pact of the women’s movement on the experiences and values of mothers and chil-
dren. Lori has won two grants for her research on this topic and has offered to 
share her insight with us. 
 
The House Tour Committee is putting together yet another wonderful spring event 
for us with some very intriguing homes that will be “must see.”  The date is Sun-
day, April 26, and we’ll need plenty of volunteers if you would like to help out. 
 
For LHS, 2008 ended with a bang (and a martini).  To toast the 75th anniversary of 
the repeal of prohibition, a Speakeasy Murder Mystery evening was held on De-
cember 6.  To add to the mystery, the event was to be held at an “undisclosed loca-
tion,” and guests were notified that morning to look for the red light and enter at 
the side door at none other than the Manor House.  The Olssons once again gener-
ously opened their home to LHS, and when the guests (decked out “to the nines”) 
arrived, they were given roles to play; the liquor flowed, the music played, and 
murder and mayhem ensued.  Many thanks to Dee Van Eyck and Patti Roberts 
(and the Olssons!) for organizing this fun and creative evening. A good time was 
had by all! 
 
Over the last couple of years, the Larchmont Historical Society has been the re-
cipient of some generous donations.  One $5,000 gift was given specifically to go 
toward preserving the cemetery along the Boston Post Road, and that project is 
now underway.  We’ve just recently received a similarly generous gift, and we feel 
so fortunate. These types of donations make a big difference to a small society.  
We still need to raise funds to cover our annual operating costs, but these special 
gifts permit us to undertake projects that make a major difference in our ability to 
preserve our community’s legacy.                                             - Colette Rodbell 
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From the Archives: 

“As any researcher knows, you can start down a path of inquiry 
that may seem  straight and narrow, yet find yourself down a 
strange byway.  It is often, however, that these roads less trav-
elled can offer the most interesting sights to see. 

 
Recently I was pursuing an 
inquiry about Eleanor Roose-
velt visiting MHS back in 1949 
or 1950, and in perusing micro-
film of The Larchmont Times 
newspapers from that era I kept 
getting sidetracked by Other 
Things that caught my atten-
tion.  In the September 8, 1949 
issue there was a headline re-
ferring to “Merriam Modell 
Writing New Novel In Larch-
mont Residence”.  Oooooo…. 
that sounds interesting, doesn’t 
it?  Well!  Mrs. Modell, de-
scribed as, author of last year’s 
best-selling ‘My Sister, My 
Bride’ [I’m now accepting 

guesses on what THAT novel was about….] was “at work on her 
third novel at the lovely old residence the Modells had pur-
chased at 17 Pryer Lane, formerly occupied by another writer, 
Annalee Jacoby, co-author of ‘Thunder Out of China’.”   Fasci-
nating!  I’ll have to do more research on all that! 

 
Further on in September of 1949 I saw that the upcoming Elea-
nor Roosevelt visit  -- my primary reason for searching through  
this microfilm -- was part of a speaker series by the Larchmont 
Forum for Public Opinion.  My original quarry was in sight!  
The article cited several past “distinguished speakers” brought to 
the community by the Forum, including Clifton Fadiman, a 
name I recognized. 
 
But then, continuing through the pages there was a marriage 
announcement that distracted me for a bit, with photo of a young 

woman, Maryanne Meyer, whose name seemed  very familiar to 
me.  I realized that she was part of a Larchmont family I had 
been researching last year as a result of an inquiry from a 
woman in Arizona.  Now here was another piece of their story I 
might otherwise have passed by. 
 
I carried on towards the actual Eleanor Roosevelt visit which 
occurred in February of 1950, but my eye was also drawn to a 
little piece referring to the recent marriage of Clifton Fadiman 
and Annalee Jacoby!  My God!  Less than 6 degrees of separa-
tion!  I suspect that the Larchmont Forum for Public Opinion 
benefited from his romance with a Larchmont resident.   Or 
maybe… maybe they met at the Forum’s program when Clifton 
spoke….   But I digress.  Must confine self to verifiable facts 
and leave the speculation to the novel writers!                                   
      - Lynne Crowley, Archivist 

Annalee Jacoby and Theodore H. White.   They co-wrote “Thunder out of 
China”and constituted the Chungkiing bureau for TIME  during the war years. 
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Elaine Everhart was born and raised in Larchmont.  
She returned to Larchmont after college and early profes-
sional years when her first child, Alexander was six months 
old.  Elaine has raised three children in this community.  
Her children’s names are Alexander, Sara and Benjamin.  
Alexander is a junior at Binghamton University, Sara is 
enjoying a gap year doing conservation work in California 
for Americorp and Benjamin is a 7th grader at the Hom-
mocks.  Elaine’s mother, Joan Wanderer, sister, Diane Wil-
liams and brother-in-law, Richard Williams, also live in 
Larchmont.  Elaine’s father, who died in 2004, was very 
active in the community giving at least 20 years of dedica-
tion to Larchmont serving in such capacities as trustee, 
mayor, and fire chief.  
 
Elaine enjoys gardening, kayaking, sailing, swimming, 
walking her dog and hiking.  She also enjoys history and 
writing stories for the Larchmont Historical Society news-
letter. 
 
Elaine earned a BS in education from SUNY Cortland and 
a MS in Media Studies from the New School for Social 
Research. 
 
Elaine currently does employee communications for The 
Bank of New York.  She is a member of the Larchmont 
Avenue Church, the Larchmont Historical Society and the 
Larchmont University Club. 

LHS Welcomes Returning Board Member Stacy Jamar Caffrey 
and Three New Trustees Erin Constabile, Elaine Everhart and 

Steve Rolandi 

Stacy Jamar Caffrey was an equity research ana-
lyst for many years at both several sell-side firms and a 
couple of small hedge funds, from which she recently re-
tired.  Prior to moving into finance, Stacy was an art con-
sultant specializing largely in contemporary works.  She 
moved to Larchmont from New York City just over five 
years ago with her husband and three children. A former 
member of our board, Stacy has just completed a major 
renovation of her Century Homes Club home and can now 
rejoin us in preserving and educating our community about 
our history.   In addition to shepherding her household and 
children, Stacy is an active volunteer at Chatsworth Ave. 
School and involved in sailing at the Larchmont Yacht 
Club, as well as spending time with Century Homes Club 
research with the Larchmont Historical Society.    

Steve Rolandi is an administrator with experience in 
finance, budgeting, operations and administration. 
 
In October 2008, Steve was appointed Deputy Commis-
sioner for Finance and Administration for the New York 
State Division of Human Rights, the state agency 
responsible for enforcing the State’s anti-discrimination law. 
 
A native of New York City, Steve Rolandi has spent most of 
his professional career in public service. While in graduate 
school, he interned in the Office of the Regional Administra-
tor, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, in 
New York City.  
 
He has over 20 years experience with the City of New York. 
In his last position with the City, Steve was Deputy Com-
missioner and Chief Contracting Officer for the Department 
of Records, the municipal agency responsible for records 
management, archives and municipal library services. 
 
Rolandi served as Director of Finance and Administration 
for Baruch College’s School of Public Affairs. He has also 
done consulting work for The New-York Historical Society. 
He is also an adjunct lecturer of public administration at 
CUNY’s John Jay College of Criminal Justice. 
 
Steve holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in political science 
and history from New York University and a Master of Pub-
lic Administration degree from NYU’s Wagner Graduate 
School of Public Service.  He also serves as Treasurer of 
Carlshire Tenants, Inc. his residential co-operative, and is a 
member of the American Society for Public Administration 
and the League of Women Voters. 
 
Steve and his wife, Pilar, a senior administrator for Beth 
Israel Medical Center, have been residents of Larchmont 
since 2003.  

Erin Constabile has lived in Larchmont/New Ro-
chelle for most of her life.  She attended Flint Park Day 
Camp, Chatsworth Avenue School, Hommocks and MHS.  
She attended Drew University, Fairfield University and Man-
hattanville College, graduating with a BA, MA and teaching 
certification respectfully. 
 
Erin is an avid sailor and grew up sailing on Long Island 
Sound.   She is also an active member of the Junior League 
of Westchester on the Sound.  Erin has worked as an elemen-
tary school teacher at Riverdale Country School for the past 
15 years and has a small photography business as well. She 
is invested and interested in preserving the history, particu-
larly the recent past, and lore of Larchmont for future gen-
erations.   
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We invite LHS members and the public to come listen to Lori 
Rotskoff, a cultural historian and Larchmont resident, discuss the 
impact of the women’s movement on mothers and children in the 
United States.  Ms. Rotskoff’s presentation will address questions 
at the knotty intersection of feminism and motherhood. How did 
women’s experiences as parents affect the priorities of the 
women’s movement in matters of childcare, parenting, education, 
and children’s literature? Conversely, how did the struggle for 
gender equality change  the lives of children at home, at school, 
and on the playing field? 
 
Come discover how mothers and children played an important role 
in the struggle for social equality in America. 
 
Lori Rotskoff is the author of Love on the Rocks: Men, Women 
and Alcohol in Post-World War II America (University of North 
Carolina Press, 2002). She earned a Ph.D. in American Studies 
from Yale University, and has won fellowships and research 
grants from the Woodrow Wilson Foundation, the American His-
torical Society, and the Schlesinger Library. She has taught at 
Yale and Sarah Lawrence College and is currently teaching at the 
Barnard Center for Research on Women.  She lives in Larchmont 
with her husband and two children.  
For more information call Patti Roberts, 914-833-9080; patriciar-
oberts@optonline.net  

In Recognition of Women in History Month 

The Larchmont Historical Society  

Presents a talk entitled 

EQUAL PLAY 

How the Women’s Movement Changed 
the Way We Raise Our Kids 

Thursday, March 26, 2009 

10 am 

Chapter Room, St. John’s Episcopal Church 

4 Fountain Square 

Free to LHS members, $5.00 for Non-Members 

Coffee and Refreshments will be served 

We are thrilled to welcome The Potomack Company to Larch-
mont.  The Potomack Company is a fine arts and antiques auc-
tion gallery located in Old Town Alexandria, Virginia, offering 
expertise and numerous options for realizing the maximum value 
of  property with a minimum of expense and inconvenience.  
The Potomack Company clients include collectors, institutions 
and dealers, as well as financial managers and executors who are 
responsible for the dispersal of collections and estates. 

Expert Appraisers Come 
to Larchmont 

Founded in 2006 by Elizabeth Haynie Wainstein, the Poto-
mack Company’s mission is to promote regional and na-
tional trade in antiques, fine arts and estate property.  
Ms.Wainstein  formerly owned Brockett’s Row Antiques 
in Alexandria and was director of Appraisal Studies at 
George Washington University as well as a specialist at 
Christie’s, New York. 
 
As purveyors of antique and historic items, the company’s 
name evokes George Washington’s influence in the north-
ern Virginia area, where he established a similarly named 
company in 1785 to promote trade with our new country’s 
western frontier and beyond. 
 
The Potomack Company’s expert staff consists of apprais-
ers and specialists with backgrounds at Christie’s and 
Sotheby’s auction houses as well as various museums and 
educational institutions.  Among them are: Anne Craner 
(Paintings and Drawings), former assistant curator at The 
Phillips Collection in Washington, D.C. and former re-
search associate at the Metropolitan Museum of Art; Ellen 
Jenkins (Porcelain and Pottery), former director of ceram-
ics at Christie’s, New York; and Pamela Cole (Asian, Sil-
ver and Jewelry) former specialist in charge of Asian 
Decorative Arts at Christie’s. 
 
The Potomack Company conducts fully-catalogued live 
auctions with bidding in person, via the telephone, by ab-
sentee bids and through the internet.  In addition to live 
auctions in the gallery, on-site auctioning of entire estates, 
including real estate, as well as on-site estate sales is also 
available for maximum flexibility and results.  Free ship-
ping from the New York area to our Virginia gallery is also 
available..�



The Juice Joint Was Jumping! 
At approximately 10:00 pm on Saturday, December 6, 2008, 
Notorious Nick was murdered at a local speakeasy in Larch-
mont.  Although the Juice Joint was jumpin’ that night, no one 
saw the horrendous act. What you ask?  Juice Joint?  Speakeasy? 
Murder in Larchmont 

That’s right!  On Saturday, December 6, the Larchmont Histori-
cal Society held a Speakeasy Murder Mystery night at the his-
torical Larchmont Manor House on Elm Street in Larchmont to 
commemorate the 75th anniversary of the repeal of prohibi-
tion.  Legend has it that during prohibition, many Larchmont 
Manor homes did double-duty as speakeasies.  Approximately 
sixty Historical Society members and guests attended the 
party.  People dressed in period clothing, either by designing 
their own dresses, trolling the internet or their mother’s clos-
ets.  And at about 10:00 pm, Notorious Nick, aka Josh Dionne, 
was murdered!  His fiancé, Molly Moll, was inconsolable. 

The evening began at 6:30 pm with cocktails and continued with 
dinner and dessert.  Guests were assigned roles to play and given 
instruction for each act of the “show” (see cast list at right).  
Dinner was catered by the incomparable Mathew Karp of Plates 
in a dining room transformed into a café with red checkered ta-
blecloths.  Some of the guests—Dina Diva, Molly Moll and Mrs. 
Mabel Biggs sang and danced to provide a historical flavor to 
the entertainment.  A talented piano and bass duo also played 
great period music throughout the evening.  

The evenings photography was compliments of James Lewis of 
L.J. Studios; music was provided by members of the Nick Russo 
Group and the murder mystery package was from 
www.nightofmystery.com who even donated the performance 
fees for the night!  Many thanks to Dee van Eyck who organized 
this fabulous event, to the Olsson’s for graciously opening their 
home and to all the participants whose enthusiasm made the 
party so much  fun.                                        -Elaine Everhart 

Page 6 

Century Homes Club 
Research Rife with Fabulous  

New Discoveries 

We are delighted to have more than half a dozen homes which 
are currently in the research phase of joining the Century Homes 
Club.  Each of these are homes which we are satisfied meet the 
age requirement of being at least 100 years old, and we have 
turned up enough interesting data on each to warrant further 
investigation.  It is our hope to be able to not only to date a 
house to the best or our ability, but to also, where appropriate 
determine the name by which the house was described at the 
time.  As historical researchers, we are quite fortunate to have a 
fairly significant amount of source material (newspapers, wills, 
deeds, maps, photographs, correspondence and village docu-
ments, to name but a few) upon which to draw our information. 
 
How well do you know Larchmont?  Can you identify this 
house?  Submit your answer to stacycaffrey@mac.com. 

  

Upper left, clockwise: Host Dee van 
Eyck with Mary Martini; Sammy the 
Shark and Sheli Shimmi; Mayor 
Biggs plot with his wife Mabel; Dol-
lie Dubonnet and Kitty Cocktail; the 
Nick Russo group entertains. 
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Clockwise from top: Notorious Nick an-
nounces his engagement to Molly Moll just 
before he’s knocked off;  Rosie Marie wel-
comes everyone to the Juice Joint; Dina Diva 
and Hal Hollywood (winner of the Drama 
Queen Award) perform for the party;   South-
side Sal and Mugsy Malone (winner of the 
Dressed to Kill Award) don’t need to check 
their tommy guns at the door; The Juice Joint 
is ready for dinner; Mabel Biggs belts out 
“Second-hand Rose”; Kitty Cocktail, Toni 
Tango and Natalie Nemetz (Notorious Nick’s 
sister) pose for a photo. 
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Contact James Lewis of  L.J. 
Studios and photographer 
Andres Guerrero, who donated 
their services, to view and order 
all photographs. 
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